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BPF STRENGTH TRAINING AFTER 50

THE SCIENCE

YOU CAN STILL BUILD MUSCLE.

Studies consistently show adults in their 50s, 60s, and 70s can build significant muscle mass with progressive

resistance training. The rate is slower than at 25 — but the capacity is real.

WHAT THE RESEARCH SHOWS WHY MOST PEOPLE OVER 50 FAIL

A 2019 meta-analysis found adults over 50 gained They use programs designed for 25-year-olds —
an average of 2.4 Ibs of lean muscle in 12-week too much volume, too little recovery, wrong
resistance training programs. Beginners and those exercise selection, inadequate protein. The
returning after a break gain even faster due to program is the problem, not the age.

"beginner gains” and muscle memory.

5 NON-NEGOTIABLES FOR STRENGTH TRAINING AFTER 50

2-3 SESSIONS PER WEEK MAXIMUM

Recovery takes longer after 50. Two to three sessions per week with 48+ hours between them is optimal. More
frequency is not more effective — it's maore risky.

MASTER MOVEMENT PATTERNS FIRST

Squat, hinge, push, pull, carry. Learn these patterns with lighter weight before adding load. Bad movement
patterns under heavy load cause injuries. Injuries at 50 take longer to heal.

PRIORITIZE JOINTS, NOT JUST MUSCLES

Warm up properly before every session (5-10 min). Avoid movements that cause joint pain — not muscle burn,
actual joint pain. Modify around limitations rather than pushing through them.

PROTEIN AT 1G PER POUND

Adults over 50 have reduced muscle protein synthesis efficiency — meaning they need mare protein than younger
adults to achieve the same muscle-building signal. 1g per pound daily is the target.

PROGRESS SLOWLY AND TRACK EVERYTHING

Add weight or reps only when current loads feel completely controlled. Log every session. Slow, documented

progress beats fast, undocumented training every time after 50.

BUILD A PLAN DESIGNED FOR OVER 50

Open the Workout Generator, set your age and any limitations, and get a program built around _
where you are now.
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BPF VIRTUAL STRENGTH TRAINING AFTER 50

THE PROGRAM

2-DAY STRENGTH FOUNDATION

Start with two sessions per week. Build the foundation before adding frequency. Joints and tendons need more
time to adapt than muscles do after 50.

' Goblet Squat or Leg Press 3x10-12
©  Hip Thrust or Glute Bridge 3x12
% Push-Up or Machine Chest Press 3x8-10
4 Tricep Pushdown 3x12
- Plank 2 x 30 sec
! Romanian Deadlift or Cable Pull-Through 3x 1012
2 Lat Pulldown or Assisted Pull-Up 3x10
2 Dumbbell Row 3 x 10 each
% Face Pull or Band Pull-Apart 3x15
5 Farmer Carry 2 x 30 sec

WHEN TO ADD A THIRD SESSION

AFTER 4-6 WEEKS OF CONSISTENT 2-DAY TRAINING

Add a third session (Session C: full body) only after you've been consistent for 4-6 weeks and recovery feels
fully managed after each session. Never add volume when you're still sore from the previous session.

Start lighter than you think you need to. Your joints and tendons adapt more slowly than your
muscles after 50. Give the connective tissue time to catch up.

ASK ABOUT JOINT-FRIENDLY MODIFICATIONS -
Bad hip, replaced knee, or lower back history? Ask Ken's Al for specific modifications for your situation.
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WHAT TO EXPECT AFTER 50

Results are real but the timeline is different. Here's what actually happens when adults over 50 commit to a

proper strength training program.

REALISTIC EXPECTATIONS BY TRAINING PHASE
. WEEKS 1-4 — NEURAL ADAPTATION

Strength increases rapidly in the first 4 weeks — but most of this is your nervous system learning to recruit

muscles better, not actual muscle growth. Don't mistake it for real progress yet.

. WEEKS 5-12 — REAL MUSCLE GROWTH

Actual muscle tissue is now being added. You'll notice this in how clothes fit, how you feel getting up, and how

much easier daily activities become. Strength is steadily increasing on all major lifts.

. MONTHS 4-6 — COMPOUND PROGRESS

The muscle built is now burning more calories at rest. Energy is noticeably higher. Many clients at this stage are

stronger than they were in their 30s. This is the phase most people never reach because they quit first.

RECOVERY PROTOCOL FOR OVER 50

SLEEP 7-9 HOURS

Growth hormone — which drives recovery and
muscle repair — is primarily released during deep
sleep. This matters more after 50 than at any other
age.

1G PROTEIN PER POUND

Older adults need more dietary protein to achieve
the same muscle-building response. Distribute

WARM UP EVERY SESSION

5-10 min of light movement before every session.
Joints need more time to lubricate and prepare after
50. Non-negotiable — not optional.

DELOAD EVERY 4-6 WEEKS

One week of reduced volume (same exercises, 60%
of normal weight) every month. This allows
connective tissue to catch up with muscle

across 3-4 meals — not all at once. adaptation.
LOG AND TRACK EVERY SESSION
Track workouts, weight, and energy in the app. Patterns in the data tell you when to push and _

when to back off.
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STRENGTH TRAINING AFTER 50

WHAT'S NEXT

KEEP GOING.
GET HELP.

This guide gives you the framework. Coaching gives you a plan built around your exact situation — with weekly
adjustments and coach feedback every step of the way.

MORE FREE GUIDES WORK WITH KEN DIRECTLY

Download all of Ken's free resources at App-based coaching, live 1-on-1 sessions, and full
— new guides added programs. Apply for Coaching at

monthly across fat loss, muscle building, and bpfvirtual.org/coaching-hub.html.

coaching topics.

FREE TOOLS AVAILABLE NOW

FREE Al APP PROGRAMS ALL FREE GUIDES
Custom workouts, macro calculator, 8-12 week programs built for fat loss Download all free resources —
Al coaching answers, progress and muscle. Starting at $29. new guides added monthly.
tracker.

bptvirtual.org/order.html

bpfvirtualapp.netlily.app

Disclaimer: This guide is educational and not medical advice. Consult your physician before beginning a new exercise or nufrition program. Individual
resuits vary.
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